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Dear~jIEJ1LJr

This is in referenceto yourapplication for correctionof your naval recordpursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of the United StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof theBoard for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 19 August 1999. Your allegationsof error and
injusticewere reviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsand procedures
applicableto theproceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterial consideredby theBoard
consistedof yourapplication,togetherwith all materialsubmittedin supportthereof,your
naval recordand applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful and conscientiousconsiderationof the entirerecord, the Board found that the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishtheexistenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

The Board found that you were evaluatedby a medicalboardon 14 July 1987. It determined
that you had significantimpairmentof your knee,and recommendedthat yourcasebe
referredto the CentralPhysicalEvaluationBoard (CPEB) for a determinationof your fitness
for further service. TheCPEB madepreliminaryfindings in your case,but disability
proceedingswereultimately terminatedwithout final action becauseof your dischargeby
reasonof misconduct/drugabuseon 27 January1988.

TheBoard notedthat a dischargeby reasonof misconducttakesprecedenceoverand
precludesdisability separationprocessing. It did not acceptyourcontentionto theeffect that
yourdrug abusewas relatedto maltreatmentyou were allegedlysubjectedto afteryou
injured yourknee,and that thedrug abuseshould beexcusedon that basis. In the absence
of evidencewhich demonstratesthat yourdischargeby reasonof misconductwaserroneous
or unjust, theBoard wasunableto recommendanycorrectiveaction in yourcase.
Accordingly, yourapplicationhasbeendenied. The namesandvotesof the membersof the
panelwill be furnishedupon request.



It is regrettedthat thecircumstancesof yourcasearesuchthat favorableaction cannotbe
taken. You areentitled to havethe Board reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previouslyconsideredby theBoard. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularityattachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burdenis on theapplicantto demonstratetheexistenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


